
LEICA SL3
LEICA SL3-S

FIRMWARE UPDATE 4.0.0

NEW
•	 A direct Camera-to-Cloud connection to Adobe Frame.io can 

now be established via WLAN, allowing photos and videos 
(proxy videos) to be uploaded directly to the cloud. This new func-
tion is located in the Connectivity menu, where both Leica FOTOS 
and Frame.io are now managed.

•	 The tracking algorithm automatically adjusts the size and shape of 
the focus field during subject tracking. This results in more stable 
and reliable performance over extended periods of time.

•	 Automatic focusing on human features, e.g. eyes and faces, has 
been significantly improved through AI-assisted models. 

•	The AF mode was revised and the menu structure was simplified.  
Multi-Field and Spot were combined into one menu (Zone / Multi-Field  
and Field / Spot). A new AF Acquisition menu is now available in 
both the FN list and the Control Center. Expanded subject rec-
ognition: humans (eye/face/body) and animals – including birds, 
dogs, wolves, cats, and big cats.

•	 The Leica Looks menu was optimized. A new Intensity setting op-
tion was added.

•	 The monitor refresh rate can now be set to 30 fps / 60 fps. Select-
ing 30 fps reduces power consumption in Live View mode.

•	A new Battery Condition menu now displays the overall condition of 
the BP-SCL6 battery.
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•	 A Multi-Shot mode has been added for the SL3, Facilitating shots 
of up to 241 MP for maximum detail rendering.

•	 Additional video formats with lower bit rates have been introduced, 
providing more flexible recording options. The camera now also 
supports the aspect ratios 4:3 (anamorphic) and 3:2, expanding 
creative possibilities.

•	 When using an anamorphic lens, the camera can now de-squeeze 
distorted images during playback. Supported anamorphic de-
squeeze factors: 1.25, 1.3, 1.33, 1.5, 1.6, 1.65, 1.8, 1.85, 2.0.

IMPROVEMENT
•	 The behavior of the Auto ISO display in Live View and the Control 

Center when using a flash was revised. - Previously, the camera 
sometimes displayed incorrect ISO values in flash mode, since the 
actual ISO value is only determined during the pre-flash. With the 
update, the following behavior applies:
	– If a flash is connected and required for the shot, the Auto ISO 
value remains hidden in Live View and the Control Center.

	– If a flash is connected but not ready or not required, a preview 
value is displayed.

	– If no flash is connected, the Auto ISO value is displayed as 
usual.

•	 The AF profile labels (DE/EN) have been adjusted for clearer and 
more consistent terminology.

•	Change to the default flash setting: The default for Flash mode is 
now On instead of Auto

•	 RED – EU Cybersecurity Requirements: When updating from ver-
sion 3.1.1 or earlier, the camera must be re-paired with the app.

•	Default settings adjusted in Control Center: AF Detection is now 
enabled by default.

•	 Faster Start Time (after extended inactivity): The camera starts up 
significantly faster.



•	 When inserting an aged or low-performance battery, a warning 
message now appears indicating reduced battery condition.

•	 The icon for active Perspective Control is now displayed correctly in 
Review mode.

•	 The warning message regarding limited functionality when using a 
BP-SCL4 battery was revised. The message can now be disabled 
via the option „Don't show again“. After eight weeks, the remind-
er automatically reappears to indicate the battery condition. The 
message is displayed only when the camera is switched on, not 
when waking from standby. The setting is restored to default after 
a camera reset.

•	 Starting a video recording no longer cancels a previously set aut-
ofocus lock. The focus setting is therefore maintained during the 
transition from photo to video mode.

•	The menu items File Format and Compression were consolidated 
and are now available via the single menu item (File Format).

•	 Improved display of grayed-out settings: Current values will now 
always be shown in Live View and in the menu.

TROUBLESHOOTING
•	 When switching on the camera, the message “No memory card  

inserted. Please insert a memory card” was previously displayed 
briefly, even though a card was present. This behavior occurred 
with SD and with CFexpress cards. This issue was resolved. The 
camera now recognizes the inserted memory card without error 
messages.

•	 Autofocus with S-lenses now operates significantly more reliably 
and consistently, especially in combination with the SL3-S.

•	 In Tethered shooting mode with JPG+DNG files, Leica Content  
Credentials data was previously not stored. This issue was resolved. 
The Content Credentials information is now properly embedded in 
both file formats.



FIRMWARE UPDATES
Leica is continuously working on the further improvement and optimization of your camera. 
Since many camera functions are entirely controlled by software, some of these improve-
ments and additions to the functional scope can be installed in retrospect. Leica offers firm-
ware updates at irregular intervals, which you can download from our website.
Leica will notify you of any new updates, once you have registered your camera. Users of 
Leica FOTOS will also be automatically notified about firmware updates for their Leica 
cameras.

There are two options for installing firmware updates.
	– via the Leica FOTOS app (recommended)
	– via the camera menu

Finding the currently installed firmware version
	→Select Camera Information in the main menu
•	 The current firmware versions are displayed.

More information about registering, firmware updates and how to download them to your 
camera, as well as any amendments and additions to this manual can be found in the cus-
tomer area of our website at:
https://club.leica-camera.com



EXECUTING A FIRMWARE UPDATE
Any interruption of a running firmware update may cause serious and irreparable damage 
to your equipment!
You will therefore have to take particular note of the following, when carrying out a firm-
ware update:
•	 Do not switch off the camera!
•	 Do not remove the memory card!
•	 Do not remove the rechargeable battery!
•	 Do not detach the lens!

Notes
•	 A warning message will appear if the battery is insufficiently charged. Recharge the bat-

tery and then repeat the process described above.
•	 You will find additional device and country-specific registration marks and numbers in the 

Camera Information submenu.

PREPARATION
	→Fully charge and insert the rechargeable battery
	→Any stored firmware files on the memory card must be removed
•	 We recommend saving any images on the memory card and reformatting it before the 

update.
(Caution: Loss of data! All data stored on the memory card will be lost during formatting.)

	→Download the latest firmware version
	→Save the download to the memory card
•	 The firmware file must be stored in the main directory of the memory card (not in a 

sub-directory).
	→Insert the memory card into the camera
	→Switch the camera on



UPDATING THE CAMERA FIRMWARE

VIA THE LEICA FOTOS APP
Leica FOTOS will notify you when firmware updates are available for your Leica cameras.

	→Follow the instructions provided by the Leica FOTOS app

Notes
•	 Leica FOTOS Version 4.8.0 or higher is required for the camera firmware update function.
•	 A warning message will appear if the battery is insufficiently charged. Recharge the bat-

tery and then repeat the process described above.

VIA THE CAMERA MENU
	→Preparation
	→Select Camera Information in the main menu
	→Select Camera Firmware Version
	→Select Start Update
•	 A prompt with information about the camera is displayed.
	→Check the version information
	→Select Yes
	→Select Yes/No
•	 The update will start automatically.
•	 The lower status LED will flash during this process.
•	 Once the process has completed successfully, a relevant on-screen message and 

prompt to restart the device will appear on screen.
	→Switch the camera off and on again



UPDATING THE LENS FIRMWARE
Where available, firmware updates can be performed for Leica SL lenses and for all other 
lens types by L-Mount Alliance.
Firmware updates for Leica SL lenses are generally uploaded alongside the latest version of 
the camera firmware and will not have to be implemented manually. Provided an SL lens is 
attached during the camera update, it will automatically receive the latest firmware version. 
Where that is not the case, a relevant prompt will appear when a lens is attached to a cam-
era with updated firmware for the first time.
The instructions provided for camera firmware updates apply.

	→Preparation
	→Select Camera Information in the main menu
	→Select Lens Firmware Version
	→Select Start Update
•	 A prompt with information about the camera is displayed.
	→Check the version information
	→Select Yes
•	 The update will start automatically.
•	 The lower status LED will flash during this process.
•	 Once the process has completed successfully, a relevant on-screen message and 

prompt to restart the device will appear on screen.
	→Switch the camera off and on again



CAMERA-TO-CLOUD – FRAME.IO
The camera can now connect directly to Frame.io via WLAN. With this integration, photos 
and proxy videos can be uploaded straight from the camera to the cloud – quickly, securely, 
and without any intermediate steps. This ensures that recordings are immediately available 
for further editing or team sharing.
A new Connectivity menu item was introduced for this feature, via which Leica FOTOS and 
Frame.io can now be configured.

	→Select Connectivity in the main menu
	→Select Frame.io
	→Select the desired Wi-Fi network

More information about the functional scope of Frame.io:

Product Tour:
https://lmy.de/sGcjg

Video Tutorial
https://vimeo.com/1143409148

Notes
•	 A simultaneous connection with Leica FOTOS and Frame.io is not possible.
•	 To upload proxy videos, a CFe card and an SD card must be inserted simultaneously, and 

the Proxy option must be enabled in the video profile. 



LEICA LOOKS
The image properties of picture and video recordings can be changes easily via various 
parameters. These are summarized in pre-defi ned Leica Looks. Furthermore, additional Leica 
Looks can be downloaded and transferred via Leica FOTOS. Pre-installed are:
– Standard
– Vivid
– Natural
– Monochrome
– Monochrome High Contrast
→Select Leica Looks in the main menu
→Select a profi le

Note
• The Leica Looks function is unavailable if any other setting but Off is selected for Video 

Gamma.

CUSTOMIZING LEICA LOOKS
These parameters can be adjusted for all pre-installed ‘Core Looks’.
→Select Leica Looks in the main menu
→Select a profi le
→Select Customize

For Standard/Monochrome:
→Select Contrast/Highlight/Shadow/Sharpness/Saturation
→Select the desired level

(-2, -1, 0, +1, +2)

For Vivid/Natural/Monochrome High Contrast:
→Select Intensity/Contrast/Highlight/Shadow/Sharpness/Saturation
→Select the desired intensity or level

(10%-100%/-2, -1, 0, +1, +2)



DOWNLOADING LEICA LOOKS
Additional Leica Looks can be downloaded and transferred via Leica FOTOS.
→Select Leica Looks in the main menu
→Select Download Leica Look

Note
• Only selected customization options are available for Leica Looks that can be additionally 

installed.

RESETTING LEICA LOOKS
→Select Leica Looks in the main menu
→Select Restore

Note
• Only customizable Leica Looks can be reset.



 AUTOFOCUS METERING METHODS
The AF mode off ers various metering methods for focusing. A successful focus setting is iden-
tifi ed by a green frame, an unsuccessful one is shown in red. 
In the AF Mode section, the focusing types Field / Spot, Zone / Multi-Field, and Tracking can 
be selected. Under AF Detection, the functions Eye/Face/Body Detection and Animal Detection
are available. They allow a fl exible combination of autofocus behavior and subject recog-
nition.

→Select AF Mode in the main menu
→Select the desired setting

(Field / Spot, Zone / Multi-Field, Tracking)
Notes
• AF focusing can be unsuccessful:

– if the distance to the subject is too great or too small
– if the object is not suffi  ciently illuminated

• Touch AF allows a direct placement of the AF frame.

 ZONE/MULTI-FIELD METERING
Multiple focus frames in one area are detected automatically. The size of this area can be 
changed much like the AF frame (see “ACCESSING AF QUICK SETTINGS”), and with it the 
area in which focal points are detected. This feature is particularly useful for snapshots and 
combines well with Eye/Face/Body Detection. 

Zone Multi-fi eld



FIELD/SPOT METERING
Both methods detect the parts of the subject elements within the relevant AF frames. The 
metering fi elds are indicated by a small frame (fi eld metering) or a cross (spot metering). The 
very small measuring range for spot metering allows focusing on tiny details of the subject. 
The smallest possible frame setting corresponds to spot metering.
The slightly larger measuring range in fi eld metering is less critical for focusing, but still per-
mits selective metering.
These metering methods can also be used for serial exposures in which the part of the object 
you want to focus on will always be at the same off -center position in the image. Simply 
move the AF frame to another position.

AUTOMATIC SUBJECT RECOGNITION
The camera automatically detects various subjects – including people and animals – and fo-
cuses specifi cally on eyes, faces, or bodies. The main subject remains reliably in focus, even 
if there is movement or a brief obstruction. Automatic subject recognition provides precise 
and continuous focus tracking in every shooting situation.
→Select AF Detection in the main menu
→Select the desired setting

(Off, Human (Eye/Face/Body), Human (Eye/Face), Animal (Body), Animal (Eye/Body))

When face detection detects an eye, the focus will be on that eye. Should more than one 
eye be detected, then the user can choose the eye to focus on. The currently selected eye 
will be highlighted.
→Press the joystick in the desired direction



AF MODE / AF DETECTION COMBINATION
With Zone / Multi-Field metering, the desired focus point can be selected from all subjects 
detected within the measurement area.
→Press the joystick in the desired direction

• A white outline indicates recognized objects, while a yellow outline highlights the select-
ed object.

AF QUICK SETTING
The AF Quick Setting allows quick changes to the focus frame size in some AF metering meth-
ods. The screen image will remains visible continuously while settings are being adjusted.

ACCESSING AF QUICK SETTING
→Tap and hold the LCD panel

• All auxiliary displays are hidden.
• Markers appear at two corners of the focus frame when the metering method Field / 

Spot / Zone / Multi-Field is set.



COMPENSATION PROFILES FOR ANARMOPHIC 
LENSES
Anamorphic lenses capture a particularly wide field of view by horizontally compressing the 
subject on the sensor (squeeze). This process facilitates the classic cinema aspect ratio and 
creates the characteristic cinematic look.
The new Lens Profiles correct this image compression directly in-camera during playback, so 
that the preview image in the viewfinder or display is shown in the correct aspect ratio. This 
allows the subject to be assessed precisely during shooting – perfect for professional film 
productions using anamorphic optics.

	→Select Camera Settings in the main menu
	→Select Lens Profiles
	→Select the desired setting
(1.25, 1.3, 1.33, 1.5, 1.6, 1.65, 1.8, 1.85, 2.0)

Notes
•	 This function is available only when using manual anamorphic lenses in Video mode. 
•	 If an autofocus lens is attached, the menu option remains grayed out. Please remember to 

attach a manual anamorphic lens first before attempting to activate the function.




