Press Release

Leitz Photographica Auction 48
Reportage Cameras and the Cinématographe that Heralded the Age of

Cinema

Wetzlar, 13 May 2026. Historically significant cameras and vintage camera accessories take center
stage at the 48" edition of the Leitz Photographica Auction, set to take place on 13 June at the World
of Leica in Wetzlar. The highlights include two Leica MP cameras from the 1950s, purpose-built for
photojournalism, as well as a late 19th-century Lumiére Cinématographe—one of the groundbreaking
devices used to record and project the world’s earliest motion pictures. Bidders can participate live on-
site, via telephone, or online. Separate from the event, Leitz Photographica Auction will host an
additional online-only auction titled “Leitz ON” from 13" May to 14" June. Leitz ON offers a broad
spectrum of cameras, camera accessories, and photographs spanning from the 1920s to the present

day.

Leitz ON

“Each year, a plethora of cameras, lenses, and photographic equipment are submitted to us. Due to
time constraints, we cannot include them all in our main auction. For this reason, we have decided to
introduce an additional online-only auction titled ‘Leitz ON’”, explains Alexander Sedlak, Managing

Director of Leitz Photographica Auction.

Bidding for “Leitz ON” lots will be open from 13™ May to 14 June. “Estimates range from the high
three-figure to the low five-figure euro segment,” Sedlak adds. More exceptional rarities, including
pieces from the high-end segment, will be featured in Leitz Photographica Auction 48, taking place on
13" June at Leica Welt in Wetzlar. Bids can be placed live on site, in written form, online or by

telephone.

Rarity in black paint

One of the standout rarities is the Leica MP-33 black paint. With only 402 units - just 141 of them in
black paint - ever produced, the “M Professional” (MP) ranks among the rarest Leica cameras ever
made. The concept originated from requests by prominent American press photographers such as
Alfred Eisenstaedt and David Douglas Duncan who sought to combine their M-series cameras with the
advantages of the Leicavit rapid winder, then available only for the Leica llIf. The example offered
now, MP no. 33, was originally delivered to Brandt, Sweden, on 29 July 1957 and is accompanied by a

matching black paint Leicavit and a black paint / brass-mount Summicron 2/5cm lens no. 1474885.



The camera of the first Paparazzo

With only 261 units produced, chrome-finished MPs are also hugely popular with collectors. A
particularly interesting chrome MP - due to its distinguished provenance - will be offered at Leitz
Photographica Auction 48. Delivered on 1" January 1958, the Leica MP no. 368 was documented as the
personal camera of Tazio Secchiaroli. His dynamic and candid photographs of celebrities along
Rome’s Via Veneto in the late 1950s profoundly influenced modern photojournalism and even inspired
a now iconic character in Federico Fellini’s La Dolce Vita (1960). Said character was called
“Paparazzo” and would eventually go down in history by lending its name to a new phenomenon in

photography culture.

A pioneer in reducing camera shake

Historically significant camera accessories are likewise in focus at Leitz Photographica Auction 48. Of
these accessories, the E. Leitz New York Leica Gun RIFLE, is one of the rarest and most unusual.
Inspired by Commander Attilio Gatti, a renowned wildlife photographer, the RIFLE was designed to
reduce camera shake while handling telephoto lenses and was therefore often used to cover sports
events. Estimates of the total production vary, but it appears realistic that a mere total of 12-14 E.
Leitz New York Gun RIFLES were produced. A distinctive feature is the specialized viewfinder bearing

the engraving “Patent Pending.”

Lumiére Cinématographe Set

A landmark piece of cinematic history will be offered in the form of Lumiere Cinématographe no. 207.
Patented by Auguste and Louis Lumiere, the Cinématographe was the first practical and commercially
viable apparatus capable of recording, printing and projecting motion pictures within a single
compact, hand-cranked mechanism. Its public debut on 28 December 1895 at the Salon Indien du
Grand Café in Paris — the first ticketed public film screening in history — is widely regarded as the
birth of commercial cinema. It remains unknown which Cinématographe unit was used at said
screening. However, the Lumiére system, lightweight and mechanically sophisticated, rapidly spread

across Europe and internationally, establishing motion picture exhibition as a new industry.

Live on site, in written form, online or by telephone
Leitz Photographica Auction 48 will take place on 13 June, starting at 11 a.m. CET, at Leica Welt in

Wetzlar, Germany. Bids can be submitted in advance online (www.leitz-auction.com), in written form,

or by telephone. Live bidding during the auction will be available via www.leitz-auction.com and

www.liveauctioneers.com.



http://www.leitz-auction.com/
http://www.leitz-auction.com/
http://www.liveauctioneers.com/

In autumn, Leitz Photographica Auction will host two additional sales. On 9* October, the photographs
auction “Perspectives” will take place at Leica Galerie Vienna, followed by the Leitz Photographica

Auction 49 on 28" November, once again at Leica Welt in Wetzlar.

About Leica Camera Classics

The German Leica Camera AG has two branches in Vienna: Leica Camera Austria and Leica Camera
Classics. The latter specializes in vintage cameras and has approximately 1,500 devices on display in
its store at WestbahnstraBe 40. The location also houses the largest spare parts warehouse for
historic Leica cameras in the world. Because of this unique inventory, on-site technicians can inspect
historic Leica cameras to the highest collector standards and restore them as needed before they are
auctioned.

Twice a year - in mid-June and late November - Leica Camera Classics organizes the Leitz
Photographica Auction, the world's most important auction of vintage cameras, attracting bidders
from over 100 countries. In addition, around 5,000 products are permanently offered in the LCC

online store.

About Leica Camera

Leica Camera AG is an international, premium manufacturer of cameras, lenses and sports optics. As
part of its growth strategy, the company has expanded its portfolio to include mobile imaging
(smartphones) and the manufacture of high-quality spectacle lenses and watches, and is also
represented in the home cinema segment with its own projectors.

Leica Camera AG, having its headquartersin Wetzlar, Germany, and a second production site in Vila
Nova de Famalicdo, Portugal, operates a global network of its own distribution companies with around
120 Leica Stores worldwide.

The Leica brand stands for excellence in quality, German craftsmanship and industrial design,
combined with innovative technologies. An integral aspect of the brand culture is the promotion of the
culture of photography, with around 30 Leica Galleries worldwide, the Leica Akademie and
international awards such as the Leica Hall of Fame Award and the Leica Oskar Barnack Award

(LOBA).
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