Press Release

Craig Semetko, “America Unposed”

The American photographer's new photo book will be published in March

Wetzlar, 19 February 2026 Craig Semetko’s new photo book will appear in March 2026. Spread over
96 pages with 67 images, the American street photographer takes interested parties on a journey
throughout contemporary America, as he paints a humorous picture that also allows for ironic and
critical undertones. The book has been published by Leica and can be purchased at the Leica online

store, as well as all Leica stores around the world.

Semetko’s photographic instinct is legendary - a fact that is once again in clear evidence in this, his
latest and third photo book. With “America Unposed” he has completed his trilogy with a trip around
his homeland, the USA. The outcome is a collection of pictures whose diversity combines beauty and
turmoil, the banal and the extraordinary, the comical and the serious. A visual narrative that reveals
his personal view of the USA, a declaration of love that celebrates this incredible country, but at the

same time allows for moments of criticism.

“For the last two decades, photography has been my way of getting my view of the world out there.
The first book in this series, ‘Unposed’, really emphasized my sense of humor. The second, ‘India
Unposed’, had humor and highlighted what | was seeing during my first trip to India. But with America
it was a different animal. | live here. This is my home country. | have specific thoughts about where it is
and where it’s heading. | always bristle when someone says, ‘America, love it or leave it.’ The
implication is that if you criticize the country, you're somehow unpatriotic, or don't love the country.
That’s absurd to me,” Semetko comments, referring to the challenges while producing this new body

of work.

The road trip through the United States began on July 4, 2011, on Independence Day in the USA, and
ended around ten years later. Semetko has put together 67 motifs, which capture the pulse of America
today. In contrast to his first two books, “America Unposed” presents 96 pages of colour photography,
which also symbolizes the photographer’s closeness to his subject. The large-format images are
complemented with a foreword by Karin Rehn-Kaufmann, Art Director & Chief Representative Leica

Galleries International, and an appendix with a conversation between Semetko and Tom A. Smith.

Bornin 1961, Craig Semetko was a comedy author and performer before discovering an interest in



photography. With a highly developed sense for the absurd within the normal, he defies everyday
reality on the street with snapshots full of bizarre humour - unposed and spontaneous. In his foreword
to Semetko’s first book, Magnum photographer Elliot Erwitt wrote: “Good photographs are tough
enough to shoot. Really funny ones are even harder. Good and funny photographs observed in nature,
not arranged or manipulated but simply observed in real time with amazing consistency, constitute a
minor miracle. (...) He is the essential photographer. That is the one who sees what others could not

have seen.”

In her foreword to this new book, Karin Rehn-Kaufmann writes: “Craig Semetko is a great observer

and a wonderful storyteller. His pictures are a delight and a treasure trove of atmospheric imagery.”

Craig Semetko, “America Unposed”

Hard cover

96 pages

67 images

Language: English

Format: 24.9 x 31.7 cm

Foreword by Karin Rehn-Kaufmann, Art Director and General Representative Leica Galleries
International

Interview by Tom A Smith, Head of the Leica Akademie for Leica Camera USA
50 euros | 60 US dollars

First edition 2026

Publisher: Leica Camera AG

Concept, editing and production: LFI Photographie GmbH

Editor-in-Chief: Inas Fayed

Design: Alessandro Argentato

Printed in Germany

About Leica Camera

Leica Camera AG is an international, premium manufacturer of cameras, lenses and sports optics. As
part of its growth strategy, the company has expanded its portfolio to include mobile imaging
(smartphones) and the manufacture of high-quality spectacle lenses and watches, and is also

represented in the home cinema segment with its own projectors.



Leica Camera AG, having its headquarters in Wetzlar, Germany, and a second production site in Vila
Nova de Famalicdo, Portugal, operates a global network of its own distribution companies with around
120 Leica Stores worldwide.

The Leica brand stands for excellence in quality, German craftsmanship and industrial design,
combined with innovative technologies. An integral aspect of the brand culture is the promotion of the
culture of photography, with around 30 Leica Galleries worldwide, the Leica Akademie and
international awards such as the Leica Hall of Fame Award and the Leica Oskar Barnack Award

(LOBA).
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